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@1 A LETTER FROM DREW

SOUTHERN

ESTATE LAWYERS

FOREWORD / FROM THE PRACTICE

A balanced
conversation

A LETTER FROM DREW

"We speak with Alabama
families every week who
have the same three
questions about trusts.

You're not alone
in wondering."

If you've ever heard the term Revocable Living Trust
and wondered whether it's right for you, you're not
alone. We speak with Alabama families every week who
have the

same questions:

Do I really need a trust?
Is probate really that bad?
Is this something only wealthy people do?

Our goal with this guide is to give you a balanced, practical
explanation. While living trusts can be powerful tools to
avoid probate and make estate administration

smoother, they're not the right fit for everyone. In Alabama,

probate can be relatively straightforward in some counties
and

more challenging in others.

After reading, you'll understand the pros, the cons, and
whether this might be the right step for your family.

— With care,

DREW
WENZEL
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®2 WHAT IS A REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST?

SOUTHERN

ESTATE LAWYERS

PLAIN LANGUAGE / THE ESSENTIALS

Think of it as a plan that

runs itself.

Most people have a general sense of what a
will does. A Revocable Living Trust does
something a will cannot: it lets your estate
move forward without ever involving a
courtroom. No probate judge. No public

filing. No waiting.

Here's the core idea: you create a legal entity
— the trust — that owns your assets on your
behalf. You manage it completely during
your lifetime. When you pass away or
become incapacitated, the person you've
already designated steps in and carries out
your wishes. Quietly. Efficiently. Without

court supervision.

Keep in mind:

A living trust is not an upgrade from a will
— it is a different tool with a different
purpose. The right question isn't which one
sounds better. It's which one fits the
problem you are actually trying to solve.

Revoca b le Nothing is permanent until you decide
* itis. You can amend, restructure, or
revoke the trust at any point while you
are living and mentally competent. It
is not a locked-in commitment.

. It goes to work now — not after you're
lelng . gone. A living trust is drafted and
funded during your lifetime. It
manages your assets today and
transitions them seamlessly when the

time comes.

A legal structure, not a person or a
place. The trust holds title to your
assets. You are typically both the
grantor who creates it and the

Trust.

trustee who manages it — until a

successor takes over.

What makes it different from a will
A will is a set of instructions that go into effect
after you die — and only after a probate court
reviews and approves them. A living trust bypasses
that process entirely. In Alabama, where probate
timelines vary widely by county, that difference

can mean months — or more — for your family.

- WHAT IS A REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST?
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04 WHEN A TRUST MAKES SENSE - AND WHEN IT DOESN'T ESTATE LAWYERS

SUITABILITY / TWO COLUMNS, ONE DECISION

What a living trust does
well — and where 1t falls

No estate planning tool is right for every family. Before deciding, it helps to see the full picture
— what a Revocable Living Trust genuinely delivers, and where its limits are.

(Y WHERE IT DELIVERS (> WHERE IT HAS LIMITS

+ Transfers assets to your family without probate ! Higher upfront cost than a basic will —
court involvement. drafting plus funding takes real effort.

+ Incapacity planning built in — your successor ! Atrust only covers what's in it. Unfunded
trustee acts immediately if you can't. assets still go through probate.

+ Qut-of-state property passes without triggering ! Offers no income tax or estate tax savings
probate in a second state. during your lifetime.

+ Your estate remains private — no public ! Requires a pour-over will alongside it to catch
probate record. any assets left outside.

+ You stay in full control and can modify it at any ! Ongoing upkeep required — life changes mean
time while you're alive. trust updates.

OUR HONEST TAKE

The families who benefit most from a living trust are the ones with a specific problem it solves
— a slow probate county, multiple properties and/or out-of-state property, a blended family,
or a strong preference for privacy. If none of those apply, a well-drafted will combined with
proper beneficiary designations may accomplish the same goals at lower cost.
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05 CREATING A TRUST IN ALABAMA ESTATE LAWYERS

PROCESS / FIVE STEPS, IN ORDER

From first conversation

to funded plan.

A trust is only as good as its execution. Many families are surprised to learn that signing the document is
just the beginning — what happens next determines whether the trust actually works.

0 1 Start With the Outcome, Not the Document

Before any paperwork, ask: what are you trying to protect, and for whom? Avoiding a lengthy
probate, keeping affairs private, planning for a possible incapacity, passing property to children
from a prior marriage — your goal shapes everything else.

Work With an Attorney Who Knows Alabama Law

02 Trust law is state-specific. Execution requirements, successor trustee rules, and how Alabama
courts treat trust disputes all matter. A generic online document won't account for any of it — and
a mistake now can cost your family far more later.

Your attorney drafts the agreement. You decide who manages the trust (your trustee and
backup), who receives the assets (your beneficiaries), under what conditions, and at what ages or
milestones — if any restrictions apply.

0 3 Build the Framework: Trustees and Beneficiaries

O 4 Transfer Your Assets Into the Trust

This is the step most people underestimate. Real estate deeds must be redrawn. A trust that
holds no assets accomplishes nothing — no matter how well it is written.

Treat It as a Living Document

0 5 Your trust should reflect your life as it actually is — not as it was when you signed. New property,
new family members, a death, a divorce — any of these can create gaps. Schedule a review
every two to three years, or after any major change.

IMPORTANT REMINDER

The single most common trust failure in Alabama isn't a bad document — it's an unfunded one.
Always confirm with your attorney that every intended asset has been properly transferred before
considering the process complete.
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06 COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS

MYTH-BUSTING / FOUR COMMON ONES

Four beliefs that lead
families astray.

Misinformation about living trusts travels fast — through family dinners, online forums, and
well-meaning friends. These four beliefs are worth addressing directly before they shape a
decision that affects your family for years.

THE MYTH THE REALITY

0 It does not. A revocable living trust offers no creditor
‘My trust protects my assets from

. 5 protection while you are alive because you still legally own and
creditors.

control everything in it. Asset protection requires a completely
different legal structure.

. . - A pour-over will is still essential — it directs any assets
Having a trust means skipping a outside the trust at the time of death, and it is the only
will entirely. place to formally name a guardian for minor children. A

trust without a will leaves dangerous gaps.

o . Day-to-day, you won't notice the trust exists. You
Living trusts are complicated and manage your accounts and property exactly as before.
N »
expensive to manage. The complexity comes at setup — and once properly

funded, maintenance is minimal for most families.

Only assets properly titled in the trust's name are
“A trust automatically handles everything covered. Life insurance, retirement accounts, and

when I pass away.” anything else with a named beneficiary — or anything

never transferred in — will follow their own separate path,
trust or no trust.

TAKE-AWAY . oo o
Understanding what a trust cannot do is just as important as

understanding what it can. Good estate planning starts with an

honest conversation — not assumptions.
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07 IS A TRUST RIGHT FOR YOUR FAMILY?
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DECISION / FIND THE ROW THAT FITS YOU

Three questions that point you

toward the right answer.

There is no universal answer to whether a living trust makes sense. But there are a few honest questions
that tend to clarify things quickly for Alabama families.

IL[F o

What happens to your
family if probate takes

six to twelve months?

In some Alabama counties,
probate moves slowly — and
your family may have limited
access to assets

in the meantime. If that
timeline would create real
hardship, a trust may be worth
the upfront investment

to avoid it entirely.

— That concern alone
is often enough to
Jjustify a trust.

IF o
Do you own property in

more than one state?

Without a trust, out-of-state
real estate typically requires a
separate probate proceeding in
each state

where you own property. A
properly funded trust
eliminates that requirement
and keeps the process in

one place.

— If yes, a trust alimost
certainly makes
Jinancial sense.

I[F o

Is your family situation
straightforward — or

layered?

Blended families, children from
prior relationships, a beneficiary
with disabilities, or a business
interest all

create complications that a
simple will may not handle
cleanly. A trust provides
structure and specificity

that protects everyone involved.

— Complexity in family
or assets usually calls for
a trust.

IN SHORT

The right plan protects the people you love — and gives you peace of

mind today. The key is to get advice that's tailored to your situation, not

a one-size-fits-all recommendation.

- IS A TRUST RIGHT FOR YOUR FAMILY?
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ABOUT / WHO WE ARE

SOUTHERN

ESTATE LAWYERS

Straightforward, personal,

rooted in trust.

At Southern Estate Lawyers, we believe estate
planning should be straightforward, personal,

and rooted in trust. Families across Alabama

count on us to protect what matters most — their

loved ones, their legacy, and their peace of
mind.

WE FOCUS ON PRACTICAL
SOLUTIONS THAT HELP YOU

01  Avoid the delays and costs of probate.

02  Keep control of your assets during
your lifetime.

03  Ensure your wishes are honored when it
matters most.

Whether you're considering a revocable living
trust, need guidance on wealth transfer
strategies, or want a comprehensive estate
plan — our goal is to make the process less
overwhelming and more empowering. With a
commitment to clarity and compassion, we're
here to help you make confident decisions for
today and the future.

Let's Talk About
Your Goals.

Estate planning isn't just about
documents — it's about the people
and moments that matter most. We
take the time to understand your
family, your goals, and your concerns,
so the plan we build together truly
reflects your wishes.

Birmingham Mobile / Gulf Coast
(205) 990-7000 (251) 948-2168

southernestatelawyers.com

This guide is provided for general informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice. Estate planning needs vary by

individual situation. Please consult a qualified Alabama estate planning attorney for advice specific to your circumstances.

- ABOUT SOUTHERN ESTATE LAWYERS
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	Do I really need a trust? Is probate really that bad? Is this something only wealthy people do?
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	Think of it as a plan that runs itself.
	Most people have a general sense of what a will does. A Revocable Living Trust does something a will cannot: it lets your estate move forward without ever involving a courtroom. No probate judge. No public filing. No waiting.
	Here's the core idea: you create a legal entity — the trust — that owns your assets on your behalf. You manage it completely during your lifetime. When you pass away or become incapacitated, the person you've already designated steps in and carries out your wishes. Quietly. Efficiently. Without court supervision.
	Keep in mind: A living trust is not an upgrade from a will — it is a different tool with a different purpose. The right question isn't which one sounds better. It's which one fits the problem you are actually trying to solve.

	Revocable.
	Nothing is permanent until you decide it is. You can amend, restructure, or revoke the trust at any point while you are living and mentally competent. It is not a locked-in commitment.

	Living.
	It goes to work now — not after you're gone. A living trust is drafted and funded during your lifetime. It manages your assets today and transitions them seamlessly when the time comes.

	Trust.
	A legal structure, not a person or a place. The trust holds title to your assets. You are typically both the grantor who creates it and the trustee who manages it — until a successor takes over.
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	What a living trust does well — and where it falls
	No estate planning tool is right for every family. Before deciding, it helps to see the full picture — what a Revocable Living Trust genuinely delivers, and where its limits are.
	WHERE IT DELIVERS
	WHERE IT HAS LIMITS

	Transfers assets to your family without probate court involvement.
	Higher upfront cost than a basic will — drafting plus funding takes real effort.
	Incapacity planning built in — your successor trustee acts immediately if you can't.
	A trust only covers what's in it. Unfunded assets still go through probate.
	Out-of-state property passes without triggering probate in a second state.
	Offers no income tax or estate tax savings during your lifetime.
	Your estate remains private — no public probate record.
	Requires a pour-over will alongside it to catch any assets left outside.
	Ongoing upkeep required — life changes mean trust updates.
	You stay in full control and can modify it at any time while you're alive.
	OUR HONEST TAKE

	The families who benefit most from a living trust are the ones with a specific problem it solves — a slow probate county, multiple properties and/or out-of-state property, a blended family, or a strong preference for privacy. If none of those apply, a well-drafted will combined with proper beneficiary designations may accomplish the same goals at lower cost.
	· WHEN A TRUST MAKES SENSE

	From first conversation to funded plan.
	A trust is only as good as its execution. Many families are surprised to learn that signing the document is just the beginning — what happens next determines whether the trust actually works.
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	Start With the Outcome, Not the Document Before any paperwork, ask: what are you trying to protect, and for whom? Avoiding a lengthy probate, keeping affairs private, planning for a possible incapacity, passing property to children from a prior marriage — your goal shapes everything else.
	Work With an Attorney Who Knows Alabama Law Trust law is state-specific. Execution requirements, successor trustee rules, and how Alabama courts treat trust disputes all matter. A generic online document won't account for any of it — and a mistake now can cost your family far more later.
	Build the Framework: Trustees and Beneficiaries Your attorney drafts the agreement. You decide who manages the trust (your trustee and backup), who receives the assets (your beneficiaries), under what conditions, and at what ages or milestones — if any restrictions apply.
	Transfer Your Assets Into the Trust This is the step most people underestimate. Real estate deeds must be redrawn. A trust that holds no assets accomplishes nothing — no matter how well it is written.
	Treat It as a Living Document Your trust should reflect your life as it actually is — not as it was when you signed. New property, new family members, a death, a divorce — any of these can create gaps. Schedule a review every two to three years, or after any major change.
	IMPORTANT REMINDER

	The single most common trust failure in Alabama isn't a bad document — it's an unfunded one. Always confirm with your attorney that every intended asset has been properly transferred before considering the process complete.

	Four beliefs that lead families astray.
	Misinformation about living trusts travels fast — through family dinners, online forums, and well-meaning friends. These four beliefs are worth addressing directly before they shape a decision that affects your family for years.
	THE MYTH
	THE REALITY
	“My trust protects my assets from creditors.”
	It does not. A revocable living trust offers no creditor protection while you are alive because you still legally own and control everything in it. Asset protection requires a completely different legal structure.

	“Having a trust means skipping a will entirely.”
	A pour-over will is still essential — it directs any assets outside the trust at the time of death, and it is the only place to formally name a guardian for minor children. A trust without a will leaves dangerous gaps.

	“Living trusts are complicated and expensive to manage.”
	Day-to-day, you won't notice the trust exists. You manage your accounts and property exactly as before. The complexity comes at setup — and once properly funded, maintenance is minimal for most families.

	“A trust automatically handles everything when I pass away.”
	Only assets properly titled in the trust's name are covered. Life insurance, retirement accounts, and anything else with a named beneficiary — or anything never transferred in — will follow their own separate path, trust or no trust.
	TAKE-AWAY
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	Three questions that point you toward the right answer.
	There is no universal answer to whether a living trust makes sense. But there are a few honest questions that tend to clarify things quickly for Alabama families.
	IF… What happens to your family if probate takes six to twelve months?
	In some Alabama counties, probate moves slowly — and your family may have limited access to assets in the meantime. If that timeline would create real hardship, a trust may be worth the upfront investment to avoid it entirely.
	→ That concern alone is often enough to justify a trust.

	IF… Do you own property in more than one state?
	Without a trust, out-of-state real estate typically requires a separate probate proceeding in each state where you own property. A properly funded trust eliminates that requirement and keeps the process in one place.
	→ If yes, a trust almost certainly makes financial sense.

	IF… Is your family situation straightforward — or layered?
	Blended families, children from prior relationships, a beneficiary with disabilities, or a business interest all create complications that a simple will may not handle cleanly. A trust provides structure and specificity that protects everyone involved.
	→ Complexity in family or assets usually calls for a trust.
	IN SHORT


	The right plan protects the people you love — and gives you peace of mind today. The key is to get advice that's tailored to your situation, not a one-size-fits-all recommendation.
	· IS A TRUST RIGHT FOR YOUR FAMILY?


	Straightforward, personal, rooted in trust.
	At Southern Estate Lawyers, we believe estate planning should be straightforward, personal, and rooted in trust. Families across Alabama count on us to protect what matters most — their loved ones, their  legacy, and their peace of mind.
	WE FOCUS ON PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS THAT HELP YOU
	Avoid the delays and costs of probate.
	Keep control of your assets during your lifetime.
	Ensure your wishes are honored when it matters most.

	Whether you're considering a revocable living trust, need guidance on wealth transfer strategies, or want a comprehensive estate plan — our goal is to make the process less overwhelming and more empowering. With a commitment to clarity and compassion, we're here to help you make confident decisions for today and the future.
	Let's Talk About Your Goals.
	Estate planning isn't just about documents — it's about the people and moments that matter most. We take the time to understand your family, your goals, and your concerns, so the plan we build together truly reflects your wishes.
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